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Written by Kate Hamill 

Directed by TBA 

Date • Location

Jo March is ambitious, headstrong, deeply imaginative, and striving to create a 
world better than the one she lives in now. She is not like most girls, if she even decides she 
wants to be a girl in the first place. When the nation is divided by Civil War, Jo and her sisters 
embark on a startling and poignant journey towards adulthood. Misguided gender roles, 
disease, and heartbreak threaten to fray the family ties, and the March girls must learn how to 
be true to themselves in a world that wrongfully believes womanhood is something to 
apologize for. Kate Hamill’s tender look at Louisa May Alcott’s beloved characters teaches us 
that the perfect little woman can always March to the beat of her own drum. 

Jo March dreams of changing the world as a novelist but her assigned gender role as 
a woman in Civil War Era America constrains her.  

classic; comedy; heartfelt; fresh take; beloved; coming of age 

“Its ‘little’ story still has large power.” – Twin Cities Press 

“This lively adaptation is sweet and heart-warming, staying true to the source but casting the 
story in a more modern and relevant light.”  - Cherry and Spoon 

“Smart… subversive… This play is amazing.” – City Pages 

“Bold… provocative… a distinctly modern spin… this is not your grandmother’s Little Women” – 
Star Tribune 

“This isn’t a reworking - this is a revitalization of the text.” - MPR 

About Kate Hamill, Playwright of the Year - 2017  

"Ingenious - winning impishness - saucy, spunky” - Wall Street Journal  

Civil War Era family portrait; Jo’s red notebook; Jo at her writing desk; Marches 

marching; ink-covered hands; pasted-on mustache; a stone in a flower garden.  

“All I want is the Family I have” –Beth (9)

“JO: I’m not very good at being a, you know, a ‘lady.’                                               LAURIE: 

I’m not very good at being a ‘gentleman.’ So perhaps we should be ourselves.” (29) 

“If I were a boy, people would care more about what I could do, rather than what I 

should do.” –Jo (30) 

“I can’t abide seeing a body stuffed into the wrong role.” –Jo (40) 

https://www.twincities.com/2018/09/16/jungle-theater-minneapolis-little-women-makes-a-big-impression/
http://www.cherryandspoon.com/2018/09/little-women-at-jungle-theater.html
http://www.citypages.com/arts/little-women-jungles-remix-is-smart-and-subversive/493647771
http://www.startribune.com/past-and-present-come-together-in-jungle-s-bold-new-little-women/493420331/
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2018/10/11/art-hounds-jungle-theater-presents-fresh-look-at-little-women
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-best-theater-of-2017-on-stage-vitality-in-every-waybut-one-1513185338
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“JO: I will never be a woman like you.                                                                       

 MARMIE: Jo: You don’t have to be.” (83) 

“Jo. I’m the Marmie, now.” -Meg (89)  

“If everything changes, then I’ll change everything.” –Jo (89) 

“Sometimes we want so badly – we don’t see what we have.” –Beth (103)  

“You get the privilege of growing up so use it! Don’t waste your life trying to be a violet 

if you’re a chestnut burr, prickly on the outside and soft inside, or a – big, rigid oak tree, 

or a stupid rock or even – whatever you find out you are Jo.” –Beth (111)  

“But the family stayed together. Because even if the world had split apart: Together, 

they were whole.” –Jo (113) 

Jo takes off her masculine costume to work for Aunt March; Jo and Laurie befriend 

each other; Jo cuts off her hair; Jo gets published in the paper; Beth catches scarlet fever; Mr. 

March comes home; Mr. Brooks proposes to Meg; Aunt March promises to take Amy to Europe 

instead of Jo; Meg becomes a mother; The publisher rejects Jo’s novel; Jo turns down Laurie’s 

proposal; Amy burns Jo’s notebook; Beth dies; Jo starts a new novel.  

Gender roles; Coming of age; Gender expression; Love: familial and romantic; 

Generosity and sacrifice; Hard work; Changing the world 

The play was commissioned by the Jungle Theater in Minneapolis for their 2018 season 

and will have its New York premier at Primary Stages in May, 2019.  

From the Author’s Note:   

“The trap in this play – and all plays have traps – is to try to re-create the novel, or some 

idea of the novel, or some idea of the archetypes found in the novel. This is a re-telling, 

and in some ways a conscious explosion of those archetypes. None of the characters are 

good, or bad. It is not polite. They are not always perfectly likable – and that’s 

particularly important for young women, the freedom to not be “likeable” at all times – 

but they are perfectly human.”  

About the Author: 

Kate Hamill was named Playwright of the Year by The Wall Street Journal in 2017. In the 

18/19 season, Hamill was the sixth most-produced playwright in the United States, 

behind Lynn Nottage and Karen Zacarías at four and five, respectively. Kate Hamill often 

stars in her own work since she holds a BFA in acting from Ithaca College. In the New 

York premiere of Little Women at Primary Stages, Kate will play the role of Meg. She is 

particularly known for her adaptations of classic novels, and is particularly focused on 

female-centric stories. Hamill’s adaptation of Sense and Sensibility at Bedlam Ensemble 
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Theatre was the 2016 winner for Best Unique Theatrical Experience in the Off-Broadway 

Alliance awards. Pride and Prejudice and Vanity Fair received nominations the following 

two years.  

Hamill’s work has also been produced by: Pearl Theater Company (NY), Northlight 

Theatre (IL), Guthrie Theater (MN), Oregon Shakespeare Festival (OR), A.R.T. (MA), 

Dallas Theater Center (TX) A.C.T. (CA), and more.  

Excerpt from an interview for The Interval: 

 

 Some dramatic portrayal of life-threatening disease and death. 

Recommended for audiences 5th grade and up (10+)  

Content details: Lord’s name in vain: 1, D*mn: 1   

 

http://www.theintervalny.com/interviews/2017/12/kate-hamill-and-amanda-dehnert-on-adapting-jane-austen-for-the-stage/

